THE boy first came under observation in November, 1912, when after an accident and injury to the head he developed signs of cerebral tumour (optic neuritis, headache and vomiting), but with no definite localizing signs. A history of supposed tuberculous illness suggested that the tumour was tuberculous, and treatment with tuberculin apparently gave rise to definite improvement. Later, localizing signs -weakness and tremor of the right arm and leg and face-together with convulsions, developed, and gradually became very marked. The tumour was apparently tuberculous, but it was agreed, in consultation with Mr. Rayner, that an exploratory operation should be performed.
On incising the dura a large amount of clear fluid escaped; no brain matter could be seen, but the wall of a cyst presented at the opening and part of it was removed for examination. The cyst was very large and appeared to fill a considerable part of the left side of the cranium. A small drainage-tube was left in and through this large amounts of cyst wall and clear fluid came away. The boy regained consciousness, but gradually sank and died three weeks later, after having developed hernia cerebri and meningitis. No post-mortem examination was allowed. The pathological report showed that the cyst was a hydatid.
Ju-3 Bo'y, aged 3 years, born at full time. Labour was slow, and the child, which weighed 10 lb., is said to have been alnmost asphyxiated. The mother was aged 34 years when this her only child was born.
There is a history of tuberculosis on the maternal side. The head is brachycephalic, and the facies is characteristic. The complexion is florid, the epicanthic folds are large, and the lips are fissured. The little fingers are incurvate, and the toes, although presenting no abnormal cleft between the great toe and the next, are unusually mobile. The child is very good-tempered and is a stranger to shyness. His speech is very defective, and his code of gestures and strange noises is unintelligible except to his parents. Dentition did not commence until the age of 16 months, and his cry is that of an infant.
DISCUSSION. Dr. SHAW added tha.t at the date of the child's birth the father was 40 years of age. The child was remarkably healthy. Dentition was markedly advanced by giving the child cod-liver oil and syrup of phosphate of lime.
